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FREQUENCY SPECTRUM MANAGEMENT PANEL (FSMP)

Eleventh Working Group meeting

Web Meeting, 1 – 12 March 2021

Agenda Item .3.:
Radio Altimeter and Wireless Aircraft Intra-Communications (WAIC) issues
Radio Altimeter Interference in Approach
(Presented by Josep Giné)

	SUMMARY

	Radio altimeters perform critical safety of life functions on board of aircraft. A report published by RTCA (RTCA Paper No. 274-20/PMC-2073 dated 7th Oct 2020) predicts that 5G C-band emissions are a potential source of interference to radio altimeters.

Interference to radio altimeters is a phenomenon already encountered in flight before 5G deployment. We analyze here some factual results of interference to radio altimeters found on in service aircraft. Our objective is to improve the awareness on this kind of outcome and identify some patterns. This could be beneficial in order to enable a safe coexistence with 5G and prevent future cases of harmful interference. Basically we show that airworthiness certified radio altimeters may be disturbed by licenced mobile stations when these stations are located very close to aerodrome approach areas.



Refer to annexed presentation slides
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